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Both the French and British Governments had decided
that Italy must be allowed to win the war. They might
dislike her methods of fighting, but this was a minor
affair compared with the German danger, which all
through the early months of 1936 dominated our Foreign
Office as much as it did the Quai d'Orsay. M. Flandin
had succeeded M. Laval, but tm the relative importance
of Ethiopia and the Rhineland there was no change in
the French attitude. Two events occurred towards the
end of February which helped in the process of 'writing
off* the Abyssinia question.

The first was the unauthorized publication of the
Maffey Report, a full account of which appeared in the
Italian press. A considerable mystery still surrounds
the manner in which Signor Gayda obtained a copy of a
confidential state paper. Mr. Eden suggested that it
was 'through an indiscretion or a deliberate breach of
confidence.* Its obvious lack of interest in Italy's aggres-
sion ran somewhat counter to the orthodox Italian
propaganda in which we were shown as the scheming
Imperialist power refusing to let Italy have a share of
the booty* But the great prominence which Signor
Gayda gave to his 'find* showed that he understood its
real importance. If it made Signor Gayda's propaganda
absurd it also showed the insincerity of Mr. Eden's
activities at Geneva during the previous year. It was a
good prelude to thefinal postponement of the oil sanctions.

The American Neutrality Act, which was passed on
the last day of February, had an equally disheartening
effect on the 'sanctionists.* M. Flandin found no more
difficulty than his predecessor in keeping the Committee
of Eighteen and the Committee of Thirteen engaged in
discussing vague generalities. On March 3rd Mr. Eden
agreed to the indefinite postponement of the oil ques-